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HOW TO USE

INTRO
The first page of each session contains a brief overview of 
what to expect in the His Story section. This will include the 
Scripture passage(s), the main point, key figures, as well as a 
basic plot that sets the scene for the Bible study.

HIS STORY
Intended for group and personal use, the His Story section follows the storyline of the Bible, 
focusing on what God has done in redemptive history throughout the pages of Scripture. These 
pages also feature questions to engage with, Essential Doctrines to learn, and a visually helpful 
timeline to follow throughout the study. In addition, there is a Christ Connection section at the 
end, helping you connect the dots between Jesus and the biblical storyline for each session.
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THIS STUDY

YOUR STORY
Intended for group and/or personal use, the Your Story 
section is designed to connect what God has done in 
the past to the present. As you discuss and answer 
these questions, you’ll begin to realize that what God 
was doing in the lives of these biblical characters easily 
connects with life today. 

YOUR MISSION
Also intended for group and/or personal use, the Your 
Mission section is designed to show how God’s Story is 
capable of creating lasting transformation into how we 
think, feel, and live from this day forward. It is intended to 
show that every session goes beyond mere Bible study to a 
calling to be on mission with God in this world. 
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FROM THE EDITORS

“The Story Begins”—sounds epic, doesn’t it? As if you are about to embark on a 
great journey; as if from this moment forward, things will never be the same. I, for 
one, hope that is true, because we are not about to dive into a study of some 
ancient work that is dead, but into the living Word of God. This isn’t just any story; 
this is the story that God Himself has been telling since the beginning of time.

The Gospel Project Chronological is going to take us through the storyline of 
Scripture in three years. From the Book of Genesis to the Book of Revelation, we 
will see that God’s Word is not a series of disconnected writings and stories but 
one grand narrative with a beginning, an eternal end, and a purpose—to reveal 
Jesus Christ as God’s Son, our Savior and Lord. 

In the Old Testament, Jesus is the promised One; in the New Testament, He 
has come and will come again. All of life and all of history revolve around this 
One to whom every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:10-11). And to those who are called 
by His name, this is our mission—our part of the story—to proclaim to the whole 
world Jesus as Lord, the Savior of all who believe in Him, that they would hear 
and give glory to the Creator of all.

Ed Stetzer
General Editor
The Gospel Project

President, LifeWay 
Research

Trevin Wax
Managing Editor
The Gospel Project

Author of multiple 
books, including 
Gospel-Centered 
Teaching, Counterfeit 
Gospels, and 
Clear Winter Nights: A 
Young Man’s Journey 
into Truth, Doubt, and 
What Comes After

For a story to be great, it must include a great beginning. The story of the Bible, 
which tells the true story of our world, is no exception. 

In the Book of Genesis, we see God the Creator in all His majesty and 
goodness as He spins the world into motion and lavishes His image-bearers 
with love. We have an “inciting incident” that introduces conflict into this good 
world, as the first humans raise their fists in defiance toward their loving Father 
and bring havoc into this peaceful paradise. But even here, we have a promise—
God will make things right again. God will cover His people’s sins and crush their 
adversary. The rest of Genesis shows how even though sin spread throughout 
the world, God remained faithful to His promise to Eve, His promise to Noah, and 
His promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 

The Book of Genesis is a glorious and earthy tale of rebellion and 
redemption, of sin and salvation, of failings and faith. Here is a book that shows 
us who we are in our sin and who God is in His grace. May this study lead you 
to express gratitude for God’s love toward you and then extend His love to 
everyone who inhabits this world He has promised to restore.
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UNIT 1
God the Creator

GENESIS 1–11
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Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness. They 
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and 
the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 
So God created man in His own image; 
He created him in the image of God; He 

created them male and female.

GENESIS 1:26-27

MEMORY VERSE
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SESSION ONE

In the Beginning, 
God...

SCRIPTURE

Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6

THE POINT
In the beginning, God created everything, and He created everything good.

CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

PLOT
The grand story of the Bible, the story that we are all a part of, begins with creation. It begins 
as every beginning should—it sets the stage for everything that follows. The first chapter 
of Genesis opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to 
exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. It doesn’t open up with a 
long list of arguments for God’s existence because the Bible is His revelation of Himself. It 
simply assumes His existence because He wrote it.

We find out from very early on that God is not dependent on anything or anyone else for 
His existence. Instead, Genesis 1 describes God as Creator of everything—all that exists owes 
its existence to God alone. Have you ever wondered where God came from? The answer is that 
He has always existed. 
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HIS STORY

Genesis 1:1-2
In the beginning God 
created the heavens 
and the earth. Now the 
earth was formless 
and empty, darkness 
covered the surface 
of the watery depths, 
and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the 
surface of the waters. 

CREATION
All things, from the cosmic 
to the molecular level, 
have been created by Him, 
through Him, and for Him.

BEARING GOD’S IMAGE
God creates man in His image, 
to reflect His likeness.

GOD CREATED EVERYTHING
The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their way to the promised 
land. They would not have asked some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of 
the earth or the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the creation 
account in Genesis?

The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as: Is our God the real God? Is He the best 
God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among the gods of the Egyptians and those of 
other foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to believe that their God was the God.

Creation Out of Nothing

The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—
everything both visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes 
said, “creation ex nihilo”). This means that before God created 
anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in 
creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning.

To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people understand that the God 
of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was the very same God who created the world. 
The God of Israel, not the gods of the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. 
“For the Lord is great and is highly praised; He is feared above all gods. For all the gods of the 
peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES
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FALL
Sin enters the story and distorts 
God’s good creation. 

CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of humanity’s fall is 
revealed in the heinous murder 
between two brothers. 

GOD CREATED 
EVERYTHING GOOD
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created 
everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through 
verse 25, God declares that each part of His creation is good.

Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His 
creation good? 

• Is it morally good?  

• Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? 

• Is it usable? 

The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and 
proclaim the work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about 
God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine 
nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, we can clearly see and 
understand these things.

It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin 
the good work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, 
allowing humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at 
creation—much like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art.

Romans 1:18-20
For God’s wrath is 
revealed from heaven 
against all godlessness 
and unrighteousness 
of people who by their 
unrighteousness suppress 
the truth, since what can 
be known about God is 
evident among them, 
because God has shown 
it to them. For His invisible 
attributes, that is, His 
eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly 
seen since the creation 
of the world, being 
understood through what 
He has made. As a result, 
people are without excuse.

The Goodness of Creation

In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed 
that all of His creation was good, 
even “very good” (1:31). It is good, in 
God’s judgment, because He created 
it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good 
character of the Creator.

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES
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1 Corinthians 8:5-6
For even if there are so-
called gods, whether in 
heaven or on earth—as 
there are many “gods” and 
many “lords”—yet for us 
there is one God, the Father. 
All things are from Him, and 
we exist for Him. And there 
is one Lord, Jesus Christ. All 
things are through Him, and 
we exist through Him. 

CHRIST CONNECTION
John 1:1-3,14 says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through Him, and apart from Him 
not one thing was created that has been created. ... The Word became flesh and took up residence 
among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. ” Every time we see God speak things into existence, the Son is there. God created everything 
through His Son, and all things exist and hold together because of His Son.

Why is it so important that God created everything through the Son? Because through the Son, God 
gives us special revelation. Creation gives us general knowledge about God’s power and nature, but it 
fails to reveal God’s specific plan of redemption and certain things about Him. In order to know those 
things, God would have to reveal Himself personally. According to the Bible, this is exactly what God 
did through the sending of His Son.

THERE IS NOT A SQUARE INCH 
IN THE WHOLE DOMAIN OF OUR 
HUMAN EXISTENCE OVER WHICH 
CHRIST, WHO IS SOVEREIGN OVER 
ALL, DOES NOT CRY: ‘MINE!’

ABRAHAM KUYPER

NOAH
Both judgment and graciousness 
are found in the flood. 

TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is relentless in 
seeking praise for itself; but God’s 
glory will never be dethroned. 

12       Session 1



YOUR STORY

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 

 ▸ When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your 
response in that moment? 

 ▸ Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone or 
the Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God?

 ▸ How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? 

 ▸ Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t create? 

HIS STORY 
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY

Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION

HEAD

From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, 
among other things, that the entire cosmos is in His hands. It’s all in His 
hands. Even in its broken state, He is in control of everything. 

• How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence 
the way you think about your circumstances? 

• Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we 
handle stress and anxiety?  

HEART

Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means 
that sunsets, waterfalls, stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, 
relationships, and a billion other things were all created good for both God’s 
glory and our enjoyment. 

• In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? 
What are some parts of creation you particularly enjoy?

• Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In 
what ways can we avoid this happening to us? 

HANDS

Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to 
those around us with our actions, but with our words as well. No matter 
how many “good” actions people witness from us, actions alone will never 
lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are 
good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, 
the tree will never be able to tell you the gospel. For that, you need words. 

• Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission 
require both action and speech? 

• How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others?
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