
SESSION TWO

In God’s Image

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 1:26–2:25

THE POINT
God created humanity in His image.

CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• Adam and Eve: the first humans created

PLOT
In the previous session, we saw how God begins the story of the world by looking at 
the creation event. We saw that in the first three days of creation, God dealt with the 
formlessness by giving boundaries, separating, and organizing in order to make the 
heavens, the seas, and the earth. Then, in the second set of three days, God dealt with the 
emptiness of the world by filling the spheres that He created in the first three days. He 
filled the expanse with the sun, moon, and stars, He filled the earth with vegetation, and 
He filled the seas and the dry land with living creatures.

Our story picks up where we left off, moving toward the climactic scene where God 
creates something in a new and unique way—the creation of humanity. Mankind was 
created in God’s image, a unique characteristic from all other parts of creation. 
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HIS STORY

BEARING GOD’S IMAGE
God creates humanity in His image, 
to reflect His likeness.

THE FALL
Sin enters the story and 
distorts God’s good 
creation.

TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RULE WISELY
What does it mean to be created in God’s image? What comes to mind when you hear the phrase 
“created in God’s image”? Do you think we still bear God’s image today, even in our sinful state?

Image of God in Humanity

Some theologians believe “the image 
of God” refers to our mirroring of God’s 
attributes: our nature models God’s 
nature. Others believe we see the “image 
of God” in what human beings do. 
Still others believe the “image of God” 
concerns our relationships with God and 
with others. In Jesus we see the true 
image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s 
attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a 
perfect relationship with the Father.

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES

Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness. They will 
rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, 
the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures 
that crawl on the earth.”

As the story of the creation of man and woman 
unfolds, we begin to see what being created in God’s 
image entails. For starters, God calls Adam and Eve 
to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the 
livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl 
on the earth. His command for humans to fill and to 
subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His image—
to reflect Him by doing what He has just done in 
creating the heavens and the earth.

16       Session 2



CAIN AND ABEL
 The depth of humanity’s 
fall is revealed in the 
heinous murder between 
two brothers.

NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are found in 
the flood. 

TO REFLECT GOD 
MEANS TO RELATE
To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with 
Him. Our image-bearing started when God created us. 
The account in Genesis shows how powerful a scene this 
was—when God’s face was toward us, when He breathed 
into the first man the breath of life. Just as a mirror best 
reflects an image when the mirror is directly in front of the 
object, we reflect God’s image best when we are in close 
relationship with Him.

After multiple statements of God seeing that His work 
was “good” and then “very good” comes the first moment 
when something is described as “not good.” We were not 
created to bear God’s image on our own or to have an 
isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when 
we are in community with one another—relating to others 
in love and grace. Thus, reflecting God’s image means we 
are to relate rightly to Him and to others.

Genesis 2:7
Then the Lord God formed 
the man out of the dust 
from the ground and 
breathed the breath of life 
into his nostrils, and the 
man became a living being.

Genesis 2:15
The Lord God took the man and placed him in 
the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it. 

WORK, 
WHETHER 
IT INVOLVES 
PLUMBING 
A SINK OR 
PLUMBING THE 
DEPTHS OF THE 
COSMOS, IN 
THE HANDS OF 
A CHRISTIAN IS 
MINISTRY.
BEN WITHERINGTON

TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO WORK AND REST
A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to work was a result of man’s sinning 
and rebelling against God.

Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; the toil of work 
is what came with sin, but work itself is designed to give us fulfillment and provide us an 
environment to reflect God.
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God did not rest because He needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He gave us an 
example of rest to show that even though we are unlike any other creature in that we 
are the most “like” God, we are not God.

CHRIST CONNECTION
Bearing God’s image—it is a daunting task. How are you doing at reflecting God’s 
image? At wisely ruling the world? At relating with Him and others? At reflecting Him 
properly through the rhythms of your everyday activities and rest? What would the 
world conclude about God by looking at His image that you’re reflecting?

Here’s the bad news: It’s no small sin for you to fail at properly reflecting God to 
the world. An assault on God’s image is an assault on God Himself. When you fail to 
properly reflect His image to the world, you are telling the world lies about God and 
what He’s like.

But here’s the glorious good news: Jesus came to be the perfect image of the invisible 
God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He upholds all things by His 
power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His return. He is the only 
One who perfectly relates to God and others and can restore our broken relationships 
with God and others. He not only has a face-to-face relationship with God, but His 
face is the very face of God. And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His 
perfect life, death in our place, and glorious resurrection—we are invited into His rest. 
No longer striving for salvation but resting in His finished work.

TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking praise 
for itself; but God’s glory 
will never be dethroned.

THE CALLING OF 
ABRAHAM
God establishes a covenant 
with Abraham.
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YOUR STORY

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 

 ▸ What comes to mind when you think of humanity being made “in the image 
of God”?

 ▸ When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living 
creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for?

 ▸ In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with 
God? What are some signs that your relationship with God is not your priority?

 ▸ In what ways does our culture diminish the value of work? How have you 
diminished the idea of work in your own life? How can you correct this?

HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY

Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION

HEAD
The fact that God created humanity in His image means that each 
individual person on planet earth, no matter how big, how small, or the 
color of their skin, possesses inherent worth, value, and dignity.

• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image 
influence the way we think about others?

• Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among 
creation because we were created in God’s image? What are the 
dangers of not affirming this?

HEART
The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that 
we see other people in a different light, but it also influences the way 
we feel toward others who bear the same image, both Christians and 
non-Christians. 

• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence 
the way we feel about others, both Christians and non-Christians? 

• Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living 
in a way that is contrary to the way God intended? 

HANDS
As we learned throughout this session, bearing God’s image is a tangible 
reality that shows up in our day-to-day lives. Not only does it show up 
in our relationships, but it also shows up in the way we steward the earth 
God has given us, as well as in the way we work and rest. No matter how 
old you are, everyone works (home, school, sports, etc.), everyone rests, 
and everyone contributes, for good or bad, to the little corner of this 
planet where God has placed them.

• How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even 
strangers differently based upon the truth that they are created in 
God’s image?

• What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better 
steward of the world He has given us?
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