
The Gospel Project for Adults, Fall 2015 
Extended Instructional Approaches for Session 5 
 
Introduction: Engage the group by thinking about a related concept.  
 
Before class begins, write the following on the board:  “homosexuality, child 
abuse, rape, speeding, cheating on income taxes, apathy, putting 60 children in a 
55 passenger bus, downloading music illegally.” Feel free to modify the list for 
your class. Then ask, “Which of these are shocking?” “Which of these do you treat 
with indifference?” “Which of these are things you boast about?” 
 
 
Part 1: Assist your group members in their understanding by 
personal experience. 
 
Ask, “How many of you as parents remember spanking or disciplining your child 
and saying something like, ‘This hurts me more than it hurts you’? Why did you 
say that?” Your group members should reflect on their sense of grief and sorrow at 
the offense of the child and their having to judge it. 
 
 
Part 2: Help your students see the truth of being blessed because of 
someone else. 
 
As a pastor, I have many people schedule appointments for counseling. Sometimes 
they have to wait awhile because of the busyness of my schedule. When my three-
year-old grandson comes to visit me unannounced, I usher him in to my office 
immediately. Why? Because he is a part of my family. Ask your class to recall 
similar incidents where they were blessed because of their relationship to someone 
else. 
 
 
Part 3: Engage their thinking by using “Think-Pair-Share” technique. 
 
Show your group members the video clip “Tell Three Friends” (2 minutes, 42 
seconds) from the movie Faith Like Potatoes. This clip is available on WingClips 
at http://www.wingclips.com/movie-clips/faith-like-potatoes/tell-three-friends. 
 



In the clip, Angus’ pastor commissions him to tell the first three friends he meets 
about his decision to trust Christ. Ask your students, “What were some of the 
challenges Angus faced? How did he overcome them? How does this apply to us? 
Think for 30 seconds about this question. Now I want you to discuss your ideas 
with a person on your left or right who is not your spouse.” (Pause for 60 seconds.) 
Call on 3-4 pairs to share one idea. 
 
 
Conclusion: Challenge for application.  
 
Noah was faithful to his mission as he walked with God in obedience to His 
commands and warned the people of a coming day of judgment. The challenge for 
us today is the same: walk in obedience and warn those we come in contact with of 
God’s coming judgment if they won’t repent. Ask your group members, “Are you 
being faithful to God by living a life of daily obedience and sharing His message of 
judgment and redemption?” Ask them to purpose in their hearts to be more faithful 
in this mission in the coming days and weeks. 
 
 
Teaching Tip of the Week 
 
One of the easiest ways to help your students learn has to do with the classroom 
layout. Most classrooms I’ve observed are set up for lecture. There is a podium up 
front and the chairs are placed in straight rows. Try setting up in a U shape. This is 
an all-purpose set up that allows flexibility in teaching. You can lecture, break into 
groups, have group members participate in face-to-face conversations, distribute 
handouts, and use visual media easily from this set up. Don’t be afraid to 
experiment. You and your students may be surprised at the results! 
 


